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PUTTING IT TO YOUOFFICIAL MEMBERS' NEWSLETTER OF THE RPAGC

ISSUE 20 - 2nd DECEMBER 2011 
The Annual General Meeting went off without a hitch, a sure sign that members' issues are few and that the club's spirit is high.
The removal of roped off areas previously present to guide golf cart drivers has led to many displaying bad habits again and disregarding signage. All member drivers now know, for instance, that one should by-pass the 7th green on the right and use the “bush” road to the right of the 14th. Despite this, car tracks are frequently seen close to greens and heading in directions opposite to those requested in signage.
It is a privilege to be able to drive a cart on the course, a necessary one when one considers the geriatric nature of our membership. So come on, guys and girls, let’s treat the course as gently as possible.
Please allow me just a short note on Saturday morning's PAM. Since sponsorship by Fresh Stop (many thanks to Ronel and Andy Hough), this is one section of the club that has grown in terms of participation. It is not unusual to have in excess of 30 players for the early morning draw. I do not have accurate statistics available, but the section must have enjoyed over 1500 rounds during 2011. In addition, since we started with the sponsorship in April, we will have raised R3 000.00 for deserving charities by the end of the year. Sunshine Coast Hospice have already received R1 500.00 and the Port Alfred S.P.C.A. R1 000.00. Another R500.00 will go to the latter before PAM closes for the festive season (last competition 10th December).
This will be the last edition of PITY before the madness of the festive season commences and I'd like to take the opportunity to wish all members of the club and readers of the Putting it to You a happy, safe and joyous time. 
 
CAPTAIN'S REPORTThe Annual General Meeting held on Friday, 14th October went off smoothly. It was chaired by our President, Noel Stotter, who handled it with skill and dexterity, plus a little humour. Many thanks, Noel, for a very good AGM.
Apart from Bob Shaw taking over from Cecil Jones-Phillipson as “Chairman of Greens”, there have been no changes to my committee. Cecil, who will be assisting Bob in his new role, deserves a round of thanks for his extremely hard work during his tenure at the post and we thank him sincerely for this. Few know that Cecil has frequently been seen touring the course just after sun-up prioritising work schedules with the green-keeper.
Allan Corrans is now “Chairman of House”, a position which I'm sure he will enjoy and in which he will excel.
Mike Legg, Mick Rushmere and Kevin Heny have all been elected to join Lloyd Timm as our vice presidents.
There is no need to report on finances so soon into the new year of tenure except that our expenditure on the pathways has been completed thanks to Ockie Pieterse. I'm sure you will all agree that an excellent job has been done.  A new greens' mower has been purchased (quite expensive) and a second-hand utility club car at a reasonable price has been added to our inventory.
The “Jonas” accounting system has been ordered. Training in its use, seen as being of paramount importance, will take place as soon as possible.
The extension to the Francis dam will shortly be started and leaking problems will be repaired.
The smoking area has been completed and is proving to be a success. Please remember the protocol of this dedicated area which has been separated from the main bar: doors should be closed after entering or exiting and kept shut, and no children may be allowed in. Be aware of the signage; we do not wish to fall foul of the law.
The new practice area is up and working adjacent to the 1st tee, but still requires finishing touches. Thanks to all who have contributed with donations. Special thanks go to Tom Wagner for getting this going. If anybody who previously agreed to donate to this project and has not yet done so, please still feel free to participate.
Some club members are advocating changes to the course and greens. Any such changes have to be considered in the context of water availability and maintenance and whether such changes would be viable in the long term. Members are referred to a recent notice regarding the committee’s intention to investigate such changes. Expert advice will be obtained and no changes will be done without being sanctioned by members in a general meeting.
We are still concerned by the decline in the number of rounds of golf we are experiencing and the resultant loss in revenue. We urge all members to make full use of the club and its facilities: support the organized evenings and our caterers, enjoy your golf and your bridge. We know times are tough, but usage begets income and income is necessary.
Don't forget the monthly draw. Make sure you are participating and come along; you may win thousands.  
For those of you I don't see in the interim, may I take this opportunity to wish you all a great Christmas and a happy New Year.
 
COMPOSITION OF SUB COMMITTEES FOR 2011/2012Ladies                                                                         Game & Environment
Ronel Hough (Chair)                                                     Doug Fincham (Chair)
Ingrid Griffiths                                                                  Noel Stotter
Finance                                                                       Water & Dams
Tom Tagg (Chair)                                                         Cecil Jones-Phillipson (Chair)
Rob Hoar                                                                        Noel Stotter
Greens                                                                            Tom Tagg
Bob Shaw (Chair)                                                          Dave Blomfield (co-opted)
Cecil Jones-Phillipson                                             Buildings
Rhodes Tremeer                                                           Noel Stotter
House                                                                              Kevin Heny
Alan Corrans (Chair)                                                 Tournaments
Rhodes Tremeer                                                           Colin Reed (Chair)
Ingrid Griffiths                                                                 Bob Shaw
 
MANAGEMENT COMMENTSEver since the municipality changed the water delivery pipes to the area, we have suffered from lower water pressure, especially evident in the showers. A new pump has been installed on the gents' side which has alleviated this problem using rain water. The pump has had no positive effect on municipal supply and this is being investigated. The system is at risk if the rain water supply dries up.
We are planning a New Year's Eve party at the club and invite you all to attend. A three course buffet supper will be supplied along with wine on every table. There will be live music from 9.00 pm till midnight. A Disc Jockey will then take you into the wee hours of the year 2012. At least 80 people are required to make the evening viable, but there will also be a cut-off at 120.  The cost is a very reasonable R175.00 per head, so book early to avoid disappointment.
On the subject of the caterers, we ask members to support this important function of the club. There have been some superb evenings where the food and service have been excellent, but also under-attended. TheTapas evening held recently is a good example. An excellent 10 course meal was served Spanish style and even the biggest of appetites were rendered sated by the evening's end. And this for just R90.00 per head! So let’s support the club and its caterers by attending more evening functions in 2012.
 
GREENS REPORT         Cecil Jones-Phillipson tells us that the winter rains we have received were wonderful but, as so often occurs, there has also been a down side. The wet and cold weather has made ideal conditions for the germination ofWinter Grass. Spraying the greens with Curb did not prevent it from spreading and this in turn has rendered the surfaces bumpy and difficult for putting. The Winter Grass is still there but the greens are improving. Our apologies to all the many golfers who have had to put up with “bad greens” for some time. 
In contrast, our fairways are the best I have ever seen them in Port Alfred. They have been verti-cut and fertilized and are looking superb. I recommend you keep on the Fairways as the rough has grown alarmingly and finding golf balls there now is proving difficult (easier said than done for most of us).                               
There has been a big move to harvest as much rainwater as possible. This has necessitated the construction of a new dam adjacent to the Francis Dam. Construction will commence at the end of November. The wall of the Francis Dam will be raised ~50 cm which will nearly double its capacity. The Atherstone Dam has been repaired and is looking great. The “Dam Committee” has been hard at work looking at means to seal our two top dams as the available chemical method would prove to be exorbitantly expensive. The method decided upon is to use clay which has been located in the area. If anyone has a rotovator that we can use, please SHOUT!                             
The boreholes are operating 24/7, yielding about 4000 litres/hour and the quality is suitable for Greens. You are all aware that one can never have enough water. We are not using Municipal water at present as its quality is poor and it is also very expensive.                                                                                                              Seasonal Greetings to you all and lots of good and enjoyable golf.
   
WILDLIFE MATTERSDoug Fincham has taken over this section from Geoff Broom. Welcome, Doug. We look forward to your notes in PITY.
Doug was a ranger and an honorary warden of the National Parks of Botswana. He is also a professional hunter and guide, so if you have any questions about the wildlife on the course, please don’t hesitate to contact him. 
Doug tells us that all our local species are thriving and, due to the introduction of the bushbuck ram, we have located at least seven bushbuck babies. Indigenous blue duiker and grysbok species have also had a number of babies.
The banning of the collection of firewood and caddies collecting balls on the course will hopefully reduce the amount of poaching we have been experiencing. Wouldn't it be nice to say “eliminate” instead of “reduce”?.......but, this is the real world!
The scribe adds that since Doug submitted his report, two new blesbok have been born as well as a number of springbok. The first blesbok arrival was witnessed by a number of 1820 golfers during their round of golf.   
 
LADY CAPTAIN’S REPORTOur annual “Picture Match” against our friendly rivals Grahamstown G. C. was played on 1st November. Our ladies were the victors this year and the picture has been returned to its rightful allocated space in the Ladies' Locker Room. As is customary in this hotly contested match, golf fellowship was the real winner on the day. The ladies of Port Alfred had pleasure in hosting the competition at the RPAGC and a scrumptious meal followed prize-giving as well as a few “liquid refreshments”. Well done Port Alfred!!
The Christmas Party for the ladies section was different this year in that there was a Christmas “dress up theme”. This added to the excitement of going out to play in the annual skins competition. Some golfers made the most of this lucrative format by coming away with as many as “12 skins”. The after-match evening ended with superb snacks sponsored by the ladies section, washed down with a little Christmas cheer. To emphasize the actual spirit of “giving” at this time of year, our various sponsors were our special guests and treated to our hospitality as a token of appreciation for all they have given us throughout the year.
Last, but by no means least, the ladies made a collection for a nominated charity, this year being the Port Alfred Child Welfare Society. We raised over R1970.00 and this will be handed over to them at our next prize giving.
A new initiative is the awarding of the Best Nett Medal Trophy, donated to the Ladies Section by the main committee, at our Christmas Party. This year the winner was Bridget McNelis who averaged nett 73 for medal rounds played during the year. Well done Bridget!
The Ladies AGM was well attended and we welcomed Elfie Krummery on to the committee. Unfortunately, a welcome is always accompanied by a farewell and we thank Marj Henley for her dedication, hard work and assistance while serving on the ladies committee over a number of years. She will be sorely missed and we wish her all the best for the future.
Our last competition for 2011 will be held on 13th December. Our first in 2012 will be the monthly medal sponsored by Pick 'n Pay on the 10th January.
In closing I should like to wish everyone a very blessed Christmas and a very Happy New Year for 2012. Enjoy every minute of this special time with family and friends and safe travels for all those leaving town.
 
LIGHTER SIDE OF GOLFOur captain reminds us of the golfing etiquette and slow play. Read on...
THE ETIQUETTE OF GOLF – SLOW PLAY
Although Rule 10 covers the order of play, your opponents can agree “Ready golf”. This will allow you to putt out and therefore avoid unnecessary marking of the ball, play before searching for another player’s ball and to give your partner a “free” putt, most of which will help to speed up play.
To be late on the first tee to begin your game is a cardinal sin in golf. Do you ever catch up?
Golf Rage: The real bitterness is in waiting, the thing that makes the impatient man dance with impotent rage.
Why do we play golf? We play golf as a game, not to watch others practice their game.
Slow play is not the speed at which people walk, it is the mucking about that goes on.
Golf, they say, is not a race. If it were, we would play a normal round in three hours.
Golf is a game, a game with rules, one of which covers slow play. It is supposed to be played competitively, not as a walk in the park. Centenary Park is a park.
Where is a player’s mind when standing over a shot for forty to fifty seconds? Multiply 82 shots by 20 seconds and a 4 hour 15 minute game becomes a 4 hour 45 minute game. What would happen if this was compounded by an entire four-ball?
Are players always aware of the position of the four-ball in front and behind them? Be aware and eliminate slow play.

THE OFFICIAL VIEW OF THE ROYAL PORT ALFRED GOLF CLUB COMMITTEE REGARDING SLOW PLAY IS THE AVOIDANCE OF CONFRONTATION. ENJOY YOUR GOLF AND HELP US TO DO THIS BY OBSERVING GOLF’S RULES OF ETIQUETTE.
 
And finally, a quick joke:A father went upstairs to hear his little girl say her prayers before she went to bed. “God Bless Mummy, God bless Daddy, God bless Grandma and goodbye Grandpa.” Somewhat perplexed, he did not say another word.
Next day “Grandpa” died. Was this just a coincidence?
About 6 months later, he was once again with his daughter saying her prayers. “God Bless Mummy, God bless Daddy and goodbye Grandma.”
Surprised that his little girl should say such a thing again, he was shattered when Grandma passed away the following day. His daughter was truly prophetic, coincidence could be ruled out.
A year later he is once again listening to his daughter going through the same regime when she says, God bless Mummy, Goodbye Daddy”.
Terrified and beyond himself, he decides to keep the matter to himself. The next day, after a sleepless night, he drives himself to work exercising three times the usual caution. He doesn't move from his office, doesn't have a drink or a bite to eat and continues to work after normal work hours are completed. Without moving, he awaits the stroke of midnight and breathes a massive sigh of relief when he survives the day.
He drives himself home only to be confronted by his wife. “Where have you been? What have you been doing?” she demanded.
“I've had a very busy day at the office”, he mused. “I had to get an important document out. It has been a really bad day”.
“You think you've had a terrible day”, she retorted. “I was having my usual lesson with my good-looking, favourite golf pro when he suddenly had a heart attack and dropped down dead!”
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